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Shalom friends,

As the weather begins to change from summer 

to fall, and the trees are beginning to change color, I 

am reminded how change is a part of our natural 

rhythm. Sometimes, we even look forward to it: the show of fall color, or 

the familiar crispness to the air. Yet at the same time, we find that it’s 

also difficult for us to change. 

As you know, I am here as the interim rabbi this year to 

help with the process of managing congregational change. The interim 

role exists because it’s part of the normal cycle of a congregation’s 

experience to go through these kinds of leadership changes. A 

congregation should outlast its leadership, and the leadership should be 

able to retire. 

Like the shift from summer to fall to winter to spring, congregational 

change is not something that occurs all at once, all in one jump. 

According to the book, Managing Transitions: Making the Most of Change, by 

William Bridges and Susan Bridges, managing transition involves:

1. “Letting go of the old ways and the old identity people had. This first 

phase of transition is an ending and the time when you need to help 

people deal with their losses. 

2. “Going through an in-between time when the old is gone but the 

new isn’t fully operational. We call this time the ‘neutral zone’: it’s 

when the critical psychological realignments and repatternings take 

place. 

3. “Coming out of the transition and making a new beginning. This is 

when people develop the new identity, experience the new energy, 

and discover the new sense of purpose that makes the change begin 

to work.” (continued on page 6) 
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Message from President Jonathan Faust

Reflections for the New Year

This Rosh Hashanah, I had the honor of addressing our congregation as 

President, and I wanted to share some of those thoughts with the broader 

Temple Beth David community here in The Hakol.

Gratitude

This season is a natural time to say thank you.  To our Interim Rabbi, Dr. Tuling, for 

spending these past months thoughtfully listening and learning about us; meeting with Religious Practices, 

Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Isaiah 58, and more. Her strong leadership is exactly what this time calls for.  To 

Cantor Merrick, for the energy and meaning she brings to our worship.  To Dr. Gary DeSesa, for his 

continued talent and commitment.  To Dr. Margie Gursky, now our Director of Jewish Education and 

Family Engagement, for making our Religious School one of our strongest programs.

Thank you as well to our Rabbinic Search Committee, led by Becky Camera and Steven 

Sarisohn — their nine-member group has begun the search for our next Senior Rabbi, and we'll share more 

at our winter Congregational Meeting.

None of what we do would run smoothly without Wendy Perry and Myra Shak in our 

temple office, or Joe Benesch, Tom Williams, and Paul Kelly, our custodial staff, whose tireless work 

behind the scenes keeps our building ready for everything we do. And thank you to Joan Herman and 

Bonnie Siebner for editing The Hakol each month, Wendy Perry for its layout, and Laura Joseph and Diane 

Kraut for the quarterly Visionary View.

Finally, thank you to all of TBD's auxiliary groups and committees — the pulse of our 

community, offering ways to connect, help those in need, and be there for one another.

Why We Come Together

I first stood at the bimah addressing our congregation during Yom Kippur morning services 

in 5774.  That was thirteen years ago, when I was Executive Vice President, just months from my first term 

as President.  A lot has changed since then. Standing there again last month, I found myself thinking about 

why any of us choose to sit together in our sanctuary; people of every age and stage of life.  Why come to 

Shabbat services, to the High Holidays, to social action events?  For me, some of it traces back to growing 

up in Dayton, Ohio, and to the experiences I shared with my parents and grandparents, and now with my 

wife and son.

I think the answer is a little different for each of us.  Some things we share: Temple Beth 

David is a place to connect, to come together, to mark life's important moments.  We live in a world where 

it's easier than ever to be “connected” but still feel isolated.  Here, we get to be together -- different 

generations, different backgrounds, different life experiences; all part of one community.  That, to me, is 

what carries Temple BethDavid into its next chapter.

Change, and What It's Teaching Us

Temple Beth David has changed since my last term as President.  Our membership is smaller, we no longer 

own our building, and our long-time clergy have retired.  But these changes are also opportunities, pushing 

us to ask what we want Temple Beth David to be, and how we get there together.  Rabbi Tuling is helping 

guide those questions.

You've likely already felt some of this evolution in worship this Rosh Hashanah.  With the 

Religious Practices Committee, led by Jodi Maisel, we've begun changes to our Shabbat services and will 

keep exploring ways to make worship welcoming, relevant, and meaningful.  

Continued on page 6
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October B’Mitzvah

October 17 – Walker Safian

Religious School News from
Dr. Margie Gursky 

I love the sounds of Autumn: the crisp crunch of leaves, the awakening 

blasts of the shofar and the sweet voices of our students as they greet their 

old friends and meet new friends in our TBD classes. School started between 

Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur, flanking our Religious School classes by 

blasts from the shofar.  Some of our parents generously volunteered their 

time to slice apples and serve each class with apples and honey.  Our RS Parent Committee is being led by 

Rachel Vikingstad this year.  Please let her or me know if you are available to be of help to our school (i.e.

class parent, in-school activities, planning or helping to run Sunday family events, etc).  

I want to thank our teachers, some veteran, some newish and some brand new, who made 

the holidays meaningful to all of our students: Ms. Lehrer in K-1, Ms. Kravette and Ms. Hanuka in 2nd/3rd, 

Ms. Schwartz and Ms. Sandler in 4th, Ms. Chaikin, Ms. Lieberman and Mr. Druyan in 5th, Ms. Lieberman 

and Mr. Druyan in 6th and Ms. Chaikin in 7th.  We are excited to welcome back our teen volunteers who 

are showing the ropes to our new teen volunteers.  With such an amazing staff of teachers, teen volunteers 

and parent volunteers, it will be a fantastic year.

I hope you were able to join us for Pizza in the Hut as Rabbi Tuling led the families in 

shaking the lulav and we all made edible sukkot.  Pizza and then frosting, what could be better! And on 

Friday, October 2nd at 6:30 pm, we will have our New Student Consecration at the Simhat Torah service. 

Rabbi Tuling will lead us in rolling out the entire Torah and then bless each of our many new students!  I 

know this is the season of holidays and services and it can seem overwhelming, but Simhat Torah is really 

special and I hope you are all able to join us!

While most of Religious School will function as it always has, one change that will be 

noticeable to our families relates to the PACT Family Programs.  This year, I will be running these 

programs with the help of our Shinshin.  A shinshin is an Israeli teen who just graduated high school and 

was accepted into this elite program that allows them to take a gap year and postpone their mandatory army 

service to come to the US and work in Jewish schools, temples, and JCCs.  This year, we will have a 

Shinshin participate in our PACT programs, engaging our families in interactive activities that teach about 

Israel from the perspective of a teenager.  This program is meaningful to our students because it gives a 

real-life face to the nebulous and far away country of Israel. All fourth through seventh graders and their 

parents are part of this program; programs are grade specific – fourth/fifth and sixth/seventh.  Please see 

the Religious School Calendar to make sure you do not miss this unique opportunity to learn from and have 

fun with an Israeli teenager.

Please keep your eyes out for November’s Kindness Week which includes in-school 

activities, Singing at Gurwin Nursing Home, and a Food Drive to Support Isaiah 58’s Thanksgiving Food 

Drive for the SYJCC Food Pantry.

We have lots of fun and meaningful programs planned for the year, and I hope to see you at 

as many as possible.
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First Day Fun - Religious School 2026

Ms. Lehrer's 

Kindergarten/First Grade 

Class Showing off their 

"Apple Crowns"

Happy Faces in Ms. 

Hanuka's 2nd/3rd Grade 

Class
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Building for the Future

Many thanks also to Laura and Bill Joseph and our Facilities & Improvement 

Committee, for their work on improving our congregational home, such as, a 

freshly painted sanctuary wall, a refreshed street sign, a new courtyard sign, and 

updated social hall bathrooms, with more to come.

Bigger plans are ahead, too.  As shown on the lobby posters, we're planning to 

transform the courtyard entrance, inner entryway, and sanctuary, along with new 

office and classroom spaces. These projects go beyond what our regular budget 

can support, which is why we'll be launching a Capital Campaign; more details to 

come at our Winter Congregational Meeting.

Closing Thoughts

On Shabbat evenings we often sing Psalm 133:

Hiney ma tov u'ma-nayim, shevet ach-im gam ya-chad

How good and how pleasant it is that we dwell together.

We're fortunate to have a place to gather as a community. But what makes Temple 

Beth David our home isn't the walls or the building; it's the people who fill it, the 

connections we make, and the community we build together. 

That is what moves us forward into the years ahead.

Jonathan Faust

(Continued from page 2)

Building for the Future

Many thanks also to Laura and Bill Joseph and our Facilities & Improvement Committee, for their 

work on improving our congregational home, such as, a freshly painted sanctuary wall, a refreshed street sign, a new 

courtyard sign, and updated social hall bathrooms, with more to come.

Bigger plans are ahead, too.  As shown on the lobby posters, we're planning to transform the 

courtyard entrance, inner entryway, and sanctuary, along with new office and classroom spaces. These projects go 

beyond what our regular budget can support, which is why we'll be launching a Capital Campaign; more details to 

come at our Winter Congregational Meeting.

Closing Thoughts

On Shabbat evenings we often sing Psalm 133:

Hiney ma tov u'ma-nayim, shevet ach-im gam ya-chad

How good and how pleasant it is that we dwell together.

We're fortunate to have a place to gather as a community. But what makes Temple Beth David our 

home isn't the walls or the building; it's the people who fill it, the connections we make, and the community we build 

together. 

That is what moves us forward into the years ahead.

Jonathan Faust
_________________________________________________

(Continued from page 1)

Right now, we’re in the middle phase, what they call the “neutral zone.” As they explain, “The neutral 

zone is not the wasted time of meaningless waiting and confusion that it sometimes seems to be. It is a time when 

reorientation and redefinition must take place, and people need to understand that. It is the winter during which 

spring’s new growth is taking shape under the earth.” 

And it’s normal, in this situation, for congregants and staff to be in different places all at once: some of 

us are already looking at the future, excited by the possibilities; some of us are in the middle, aware that change brings 

good things but also feeling like there’s a loss involved as well; and some of us are simply grieving the loss. There isn’t 

just one right way to react to change, just as there isn’t just one right way to grieve. 

Here’s the exciting part: “painful though it is, the neutral zone is the individual’s and the organization’s 

best chance to be creative, to develop into what they need to become, and to renew themselves…the gap between the 

old and the new is the time when innovation is most possible and when the organization can most easily be revitalized.” 

Toward this end, I’d like to encourage you to step forward and participate in this process. There are 

several ways to do this: one is to join one of the committees, based on your interests. If you care deeply about what the 

sanctuary should look like, join the building committee. If you are passionate about leaving a legacy for the next 

generation, join the fundraising and development committee. If you are interested in shaping how the worship services 

will unfold, join the ritual practices committee. And so on. Alternatively, you can participate in focus group meetings 

that are occurring over the next month to talk about your thoughts on the worship services. There will also be a 

congregational meeting later this school year, at the point that the congregation is ready to hire its settled rabbi.

Change is always difficult, of course: but as nature teaches us, the trees’ spring growth requires that they 

first release their leaves in the fall – which is how the trees are able to thrive, year after year, through all the cycles of 

nature.  

May the congregation also continue to thrive, year after year.

Rabbi Dr. Kari Tuling
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Sisterhood News    

Last month, Sisterhood had its first meeting of the year, and we met nearby at the 

Commack Library. This again showed us that our participation and camaraderie are what defines us as a 

community, not our location. 

Our Welcome Back Breakfast a few weeks ago was a wonderful gathering. We noshed, 

schmoozed, and enjoyed a chair yoga session led by Katie Nerrie. Many thanks to Barbara Klein for once 

again organizing this kickoff event. 

Thanks and appreciation also goes to Elyse Wright for again coordinating our sanctuary 

sukkah building. It was also very enjoyable to collaborate with religious school students who helped us to 

create this beautiful holiday tradition.

We are looking forward to our annual Breast Cancer Walk on Sunday, October 18th at 10 

am on the Sunken Meadow Boardwalk. Join us this morning and/or consider making a donation by 

emailing Barbara Klein, brklein@verizon.net for the details.

It wouldn’t be a Sisterhood article without mentioning our Book Club! Its dedicated 

members reconvened on Zoom in early September to discuss The God of the Woods by Liz Moore. Jodi 

Maisel led this discussion with insightful questions. Thank you, Jodi, for your extra efforts to prepare, 

especially as we met on Labor Day Monday! This month, the group will (Zoom) meet on Thursday, 

October 15th at 8 pm to discuss Making the Best of What’s Left by Judith Viorst. 

We are open to new ideas, and we invite everyone to attend our meetings and/or events, 

such as our Hanukkah-Cookie-Baking-Workshop on Saturday, November 7th at 9:30 am. Dough will be 

provided, and children are very welcome!

As always, please contact me with questions or suggestions. 

Shalom,

Deborah Faust. Sisterhood President

deborah@fausthouse.org

631-885-5718

Sisterhood with Ms. Chaikin’s 7th Graders
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Brotherhood News    

From tasting more than a dozen fine bourbons to a poolside BBQ, Brotherhood’s late 

summer social gatherings are a fantastic experience. Combined with our support of Temple Beth David 

ranging from ushering at High Holiday services to building and taking down the sukkah, we are an 

auxiliary with plenty to be proud of. 

As our fall calendar takes shape, we hope you will join us for our next planning meeting at 

7:00 PM on October 6 at TBD. Later in the month, join us for breakfast and enjoy our soon-to-be-

announced guest speaker – currently on the calendar for Sunday, October 25 at 9:00 AM. 

In between those October dates, we will be supporting the Ways and Means Committee 

for our first Comedy Night in five years! Tickets are on sale now (see the temple website) and you’re 

guaranteed a great evening on Saturday, October 17 in the Social Hall. 

Mark your calendar for November 16 as we hold our annual Brotherhood Dinner at a 

great local restaurant.  

And a special to new temple members – Brother dues are waived for the first year, so 

check the calendar and come down to any of our upcoming events. We’d love to welcome you! 

We wish you and your loved ones a Happy and Healthy New Year and look forward to 

seeing you soon! 

Randy Klein and Craig Cooper Brotherhood Co-Presidents 

Randyklein69@gmail.com CoopNYLI@aol.com

mailto:Randyklein69@gmail.com
mailto:CoopNYLI@aol.com
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News from Isaiah 58     

The new year has begun! Harvest time is here!

Throughout the year, the Isaiah 58 Social Action Committee conducts three 

congregational food drives to help those in need. We have partnered with 

the JCC for many years and they are always very appreciative. Thanks to all 

who donated last month to start the new year! Bringing a can or a box each 

time you come to temple is a habit if you make it so. Demonstrating 

community services to children instills valuable lifelong lessons. I ask that you lead by example.

Thank you to Laraine Shapiro and Lin Wasserman for shopping for our local food pantries. 

Thank you Lisa Wilks-Gallo for volunteering to shop in the coming month of December! Monetary 

donations are always appreciated as well as gift cards from supermarkets. Either donate online or send a 

check to Isaiah 58 Social Action Committee and we will shop for you. Many thanks to all the donations 

from our thoughtful and generous congregants!

Children and adults are hungry because they cannot afford enough food all the time. We 

can help. When many helping hands show up to make PB&J sandwiches, it’s fun, social and it smells 

delicious! We welcome donations of peanut butter, jelly, sandwich baggies and gloves. On October 21st at 

5:30 p.m., please join us for PB&J at TBD. Debbie Morrison is our project leader so please let her know 

you will be attending.

We constantly collect canned food, dried goods and baby items to deliver to the pantries. 

This season, this day, please make a food donation of canned goods, shelf stable products, personal care 

items like toothpaste and shampoo or babies’ needs such as diapers and baby food. Help us donate 1,000 

pounds of food and needed items!  

Our next meeting is Tuesday, October 6 at 7:30 p.m., Room 4.

Pray for peace,

Jane Oberwager Gaines

To make a donation to 

Temple Beth David for a 

special occasion or in memory of a loved one, 

please contact Wendy in the Temple office at 

499-0915 ext. 312 or 

wendy@tbdcommack.org
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To make a donation to 

Temple Beth David for a 

special occasion or in memory of a loved one, 

please contact Wendy in the Temple office at 

499-0915 ext. 312 or 

wendy@tbdcommack.org
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Gracious Gifts from Thoughtful People

There are many ways to honor a loved one’s memory, remember a joyous event, celebrate a special day such as a 

Bar or Bat Mitzvah, a wedding or a baby naming.  Temple Beth David’s permanent plaques give lasting 

remembrance and honor while helping the temple.

Yahrzeit Memorial  (located in sanctuary vestibule) $ 500.00

Tree of Life  (located in sanctuary across from Yahrzeit plaques)

Gold or Platinum Leaf $ 180.00

Foundation Stone $ 450.00

Sanctuary One seat $ 800.00

Two seats $1500.00

General Fund

Paul and Eleanor Rostoker

In memory of Norma Rostoker

Anne Aboulafia

In memory of Sarah Kooper

Hollander/Ray Family

In memory of Oswald Cruz

Marjorie Janicola

In memory of Lewis Janicola

Adam Browser

In memory of Ruth Browser

Sam Login

In memory of Esther Bailin

Lois Feldman

In memory of Loraine Fishman

Dr. Robert Stearns

In memory of Judith Stearns

Joel Kurtz

In memory of Milton Kurtz

Barbara Sunshine

In memory of Harriet Blanc

Eleanor Werbowsky

In memory of Ida Werbowsky

Kenneth and Donna Marenus

In appreciation of Temple Beth David Board in 

recognition of my former term as President

Gabriel Fenster

In memory of Harry Stern

Sybil Gray

In memory of Barry Gray

Bruce and Jill Sharp

In memory of Lee Freedman

Laura Weiselberg

In memory of Herman Weiselberg

Heather and Roee Tadmor

In memory of Carol Gerkins

Susan Alter

In memory of Dorothy Glickman

Moroff Family

In memory of Irving Moroff

Desjardins/Feldman Family

In memory of Edward Feldman

Robert Freedman

Isaiah 58

Kenneth and Donna Marenus

In memory of Robert and Alan Loman

Holly and Dan Dornfeld

In memory of Howard Dornfeld

Rhonda Weintraub

In memory of Eugene Korba

Capital Campaign Fund

Laura and William Joseph

In memory of Manuel Joseph

Crisis Relief Fund

Marsha and Raymond Greenberger

Choir Fund

Moriel Weiselberg

In memory of Freda Schlesinger

Clergy Fund

Sue Vallejo

Carrie Henick
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What’s Happening at TBD – October 2026
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A funeral service should be about memories,
NOT HIGH PRICES.

Whether your family is in need of immediate 
service or interested in planning ahead to lock 

in costs for tomorrow’s needs, we’re here to help. 
Call today to learn more about our new lower prices.

Proudly serving the Jewish faith in Dix Hills,
Nassau and Suffolk Counties since 1977.

I.J. MORRIS  DIX HILLS
631-499-6060     IJMorrisDixHills.com 

New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral agreements executed by applicants 
for or recipients of supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

30 VANDERBILT MOTOR PKWY.
COMMACK, NY 11725

Full Personalized Service You Deserve

(631) 499-1111 • FAX (631) 499-1127 •  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Medela Breast Pump Rental Station • Jobst & Medi Hosiery Center • Certified Fitters 

Flavor Rx Flavoring System • Bathroom Safety • Canes •  Walkers

50% OFF GREETING CARDS
SPORTS SUPPORTS/BRACES ~ COPY/FAX SERVICE

			   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.lpicommunities.com		  Temple Beth David, Commack, NY	 04-0360

Contact Joshua Nwaozuzu
jnwaozuzu@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x7611

ALL PHASES OF LANDSCAPING
WINTER CLEAN UPS

WEEKLY MAINTENANCE
PRUNING • SEEDING/SOD

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
MULCH & STONE

FREE ESTIMATES  
631.254.4471

Giglio Landscaping ServiceGiglio Landscaping Service



Worship Schedule

Friday, October 2

Shabbat Shemini Atzeret
6:00 pm Yizkor

6:30 pm Simhat Torah and Consecration Service

Saturday, October 3

9:15 am Torah Study and Service

Friday, October 9

Shabbat Bereshit
7:30 pm Shabbat Service with Birthday Blessings

Saturday, October 10

9:15 am Torah Study and Service

Friday, October 16

Shabbat Noach
7:30 pm Shabbat Service

Saturday, October 17

9:15 am Torah Study and Service

10:00 am Bar Mitzvah Service – Walker Safian

Friday, October 23

Shabbat Lech Lecha
7:30 pm Sukkot Service

Saturday, October 24

9:15 am Torah Study and Service

Friday, October 30

Shabbat Vayera
7:30 pm Shabbat Service with Anniversary Blessings

Saturday, October 31

9:15 am Torah Study and Service

TEMPLE BETH DAVID

100 Hauppauge Road, Commack, NY 11725  (631) 499-

0915  www.tbdcommack.org

Staff

Interim Rabbi Dr. Kari H. Tuling

Senior Rabbi Emerita                 Beth H. Klafter, D.D.

Rabbi Emerita Audrey Halpern, D.D.,D.Min.

Religious School Dr. Margie Gursky

Temple Administrator Wendy Perry

Bookkeeper                                          Myra Shak

Organist Dr. Gary de Sesa

Officers

President Jonathan Faust

Executive Vice President Steve Feldman

First Vice President                 Becky Camera

Second Vice President Steven Sarisohn

Treasurer David Gaines

Financial Secretary Beverly Wolcott

Recording Secretary Laura Joseph

Co-Brotherhood Presidents Craig Cooper & 

Randy Klein

Sisterhood President Deborah Faust

HaKol Staff

Editor Joan Herman

Associate Editor Bonnie Sibener

Copy & Layout                            Wendy Perry

Copies of HaKol are available in the temple lobby. 

For digital copies and previous issues, visit 

www.tbdcommack.org.   
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