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Dear friends,

I am so very honored to be your interim rabbi. I       

have received a warm welcome, and I am 

looking forward to getting to know each of you over this year. 

I moved here in July from Washington DC with my 

husband Tom and a large black and white cat named Justine (also 

known as “the stabby panda”). We’re all unpacked now (hooray) and 

have started exploring central Long Island. You can help us get 

acclimated by sending your recommendations for restaurants, local 

beaches, and other attractions. So far, we’ve walked Sunken 

Meadow’s boardwalk and enjoyed al fresco dining at the south shore. 

Let me know what else we should see!

As you may know, we have been engaging in a series 

of focus groups this summer and into the fall to talk about services at 

Temple Beth David. The retirement of the rabbis emeritae has 

necessarily meant change; I am a different face and a different voice, 

so it’s not possible to replicate exactly what went before. But such 

changes (even if unwelcome – it’s okay to be grieving) also offer 

opportunities: as the interim rabbi, part of my mandate is to spend 

time listening to congregants to determine what the needs and desires 

are regarding the worship services. We’ve had wonderful, productive 

conversations so far, and we will report back to you in a later 

newsletter what we have learned. I can say that there’s a lot of 

affection among the members for Temple Beth David, which has 

been so encouraging. I really do enjoy coming to work each day, as 

there’s so much that’s good here.                       (continued on page 2) 
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Message from President Jonathan Faust

__________________________________________

(Dr. Rabbi Tuling’s Message continued from page 1)

By now, it is also likely that you’ve seen the announcement of the hiring of Cantor Judy 
Merrick to sing at the High Holiday services. I was part of the search team that hired Cantor Merrick, and I 
don’t mind telling you that she was far and away our first choice among the candidates whom we 
interviewed. Cantor Merrick sings in a lovely alto range, usually accompanied by her guitar, and she is a 
joyful presence on the bimah. Hers is a different style than what came before, as she sings in a much lower 
register and in the folk style, but we’ll also have Gary deSesa on the organ, which will help anchor the 
service, and create a sound that is different, yes, but also deeply familiar. I also think that the three of us, as 
service leaders, have good chemistry, and I like the shape of all we’ve got planned. I am looking forward to 
celebrating beautiful and meaningful holiday services with you.

Last thing: I also want to say how impressed I am that the congregation was able to identify 
a way forward, through the sale of the building, to create a financially viable congregation that’s here for the 
long term. I’m honored to be here to help you envision what your thriving future looks like. Feel free to 
drop by (I’m usually in the office Tuesday-Thursday) if you’d like to talk about it. 

Shalom,
Rabbi Dr. Kari Tuling

We Are Off to a Great Start

It has been two months since we began this new chapter in our Temple life with the 

guidance of our Interim Rabbi, Dr. Kari Tuling.  From her very first day, Rabbi 

Tuling, has jumped right in. She met with the Religious Practices Committee, listening, 

asking questions, and leading thoughtful conversations about how we can refresh and 

improve our worship services. Many of those ideas have already been implemented, and I encourage 

everyone to attend a service and experience the changes for themselves.

In particular, please join us on Friday, September 4 at 6:30 pm. It will be a special evening—

the first time we will have Rabbi Tuling, Cantor Merrick, and our longtime organist, Gary De Sesa, all 

participating in the same service. It should be quite a treat.

Of course, our services are only one part of what makes our Temple special. Our Temple 

community is at the heart of who we are. We have a wonderful group of people who participate, volunteer, 

celebrate together, and support one another.

There are people we know who may be looking for a place to connect but have not yet 

joined our Temple. There are also people who have been members or part of our Temple community in the 

past. I encourage each of us to think about someone we know.

We have a lot of positive things happening at Temple, and this is a great time to share that 

excitement with others.  Each of us can help strengthen our community simply by reaching out and inviting 

someone to be part of it.

I am looking forward to welcoming you to our High Holiday services. Wishing you and 

your families a healthy, happy, and peaceful new year. L’Shana Tova!

Jonathan Faust
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September B’Mitzvah

September 26 – Max Beck

Religious School News from
Dr. Margie Gursky 

I hope that you have enjoyed the summer and are geared up 

for another great school year at TBD!  In the spring, we sadly wished our 

longtime clergy, Rabbi  Klafter and Rabbi Halpern, farewell.  And during this 

summer we welcomed Rabbi Tuling and Cantor Merrick.  Both are going to 

be great additions to the TBD family. They started working together in 

August and if you have not been able to get to a service led by both of them, I highly recommend you 

attend on Friday, September 4 at 6:30 PM (6:00 PM Preneg).

I would like to welcome back all of our families from last year as well as the many new 

families who have recently joined us.  We have such a kindhearted community of Religious School families 

who are warm, welcoming and engaged.  On the first day of school, September 15/16, I know that our 

children will be happy to see their old friends as well as to make new friends.  And I hope that our parents 

will become involved in school and Temple programs and make new friends as well!

TBD and the Religious School have planned tons of events, services, and special programs 

for this year and I hope to see you at as many as possible.  September is as busy as ever with the High 

Holidays and the beginning of the school year. Please make a note of the schedule of services for the High 

Holidays. The High Holiday Children’s services are generally geared for children under 9 years of age. 

Following the High Holidays, we will host our annual Pizza in the Hut on September 27, which will be open 

to the community (with RSVP & Photo ID).  And finally, our Simhat Torah service is one not to be missed; 

not only will we be welcoming and blessing our new students, but Rabbi Tuling will be leading us as once 

again we unroll the entire Torah!

Additionally, I would like to take the opportunity to welcome our teaching staff.  We have 

had some turnover in the last couple of years and have some new teachers and some returning teachers. I 

would like to welcome back Shari Chaikin, Lior Levy, Mor Schwartz, Stacy Kravette, Liat Hanukah and 

Stacy Kelly.  We welcome our new teachers: Cheryl Sandler, Sharon Lehrer and Boaz Druyan. We also have 

a staff of tutors for our fourth through sixth grades: Debbie Ball, Nancy Hertel, Marilyn Pomeranz, Cheryl 

Sandler and Shari Chaikin.  And of course we want to welcome back our B’mitzvah tutor, Deb Hollander.

One of the reasons that our Religious School runs so smoothly and offers so many fun and 

meaningful events is that we have a great Parent Committee; this year it will be led by Rachel Vikingstad.  

There are many opportunities for you to become involved in our school: Serving as a Class Parent, Helping 

to Plan and Run Events, along with miscellaneous tasks to help our students have the best experience 

possible during the school year.  Please reach out to Rachel if you would like to join the committee and/or 

become a class parent. Just let me know if you would like to participate in a continuing role or help with a 

single event or project.

I am looking forward to a great year and getting to know our new families.  I wish you all a 

happy and healthy new year! Shana Tova!
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Religious School 2026
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Sisterhood News    

I am happy to begin this article with a few shout-outs highlighting some of the great work 

Sisterhood has been doing these past few months.

In June, Sisterhood held its Installation of Officers. Barbara Klein once again organized a 

service that was so meaningful for all of us. Thank you also to Jodi Maisel for her continued hospitality, 

planning the lovely dinner that followed, and her leadership these past two years in her position as 

Sisterhood President. I hope to make you proud, Jodi!

Later in June, Carole Wilk presented a beautifully planned and orchestrated French 

Experience where we became immersed in the art of crepe-making as well as the language, history, and 

beauty of that country. Merci Beaucoup, Carole!

In July, our Book Club enjoyed reading Jojo Moyes’ We All Live Here. Thank you very much, 

Sandi Burgess, for leading our discussion and providing thought-provoking questions. The next meeting 

on Zoom will be on Monday, September 7 at 8:00 pm to discuss The God of the Woods by Liz Moore.  Also 

in July, a well-attended group met with Rabbi Tuling to ask questions and discuss Sisterhood’s vision for 

this year and beyond. We left feeling energized, invigorated, and grateful for this opportunity.

At the end of July, Sisterhood joined with Brotherhood for a second annual Sunken 

Meadow Beach evening outing that included food, games, and a nice feeling of togetherness. Thank you, 

Jodi Maisel, for organizing, Mike Ditkowsky for taking pictures, and the weather for cooperating. 

Please join us for our Sisterhood meeting on Thursday, September 17 at 7:30 pm at the 

Commack Library on Hauppauge Road. We are always looking for new ideas and events to plan. If you 

are not able to join in person, please contact me about attending via Zoom.

We are eagerly anticipating our annual Welcome Back Nosh on Sunday, September 20 at 

9:00 am. Over breakfast, we are looking forward to greeting returning members, welcoming new ones, and 

participating in chair yoga exercises. 

On Wednesday, September 23rd at 4:30 pm, we will meet in the sanctuary to decorate the 

Sukkah. We are hoping to have Religious School students and parents participate with us!

In each and every one of our events, our goal is to support the temple and outside 

communities and serve as a place to find good friends!

Please know that dues are free to new Temple Beth David members and are $40 for 

returning members.  You can pay in one of these ways: Bring your check to your first event payable to 

TBD Sisterhood, or mail a check to Temple Beth David (100 Hauppauge Rd, Commack NY 11725

and mark the envelope “Attention: Sisterhood Membership,” or send money via Venmo to:  

TBDSisterhoodcommack with “Dues” in the subject line. Try to pay before or on Thursday, November 

19 because that is the evening we hold our Paid Up Membership Dinner at 6:30 pm. Fun and Yum!

Take care everyone, and please know that Sisterhood wishes you all good health and a 

happy and sweet new year. 

Shalom,

Deborah Faust. Sisterhood President

deborah@fausthouse.org

631-885-5718
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To put in a flier or saved graphic. 

Go to INSERT on the top bar

Right under te word INSERT, see the word “Pictures”

Click on the word, Pictures, and select ‘from this device’

Go to your folder and click on the image you want.

I downloaded the RS registration form, and I inserted it 

here and reduced the size as an example on this page

Brotherhood News    

People traditionally think of summertime as a period when all temple activities, including 

Brotherhood’s, take a break. This year, nothing could be further from the truth. 

In June, a dozen guys had a blast at the Northport VA golf course for our second Annual 

Golf outing. Just a few days later, Brotherhood members, spouses and even a few kids braved a brutally 

hot evening to play miniature golf at Heartland.

In July, we helped out at TBD’s welcome BBQ, and invited Rabbi Kari Tuling to meet 

with Brotherhood members at Steven Sarisohn’s house. It was a great opportunity to share some of our 

thoughts and hear from Rabbi how she envisions her time helping TBD transition to new clergy and a 

new vision.

August began with a well-attended Bourbon Night, followed a week later by our annual 

“Jews in Canoes” trip along the Nissequogue River. We’ve also been fortunate to connect with several 

new temple members and have added them to Brotherhood’s WhatsApp group.

As we look toward the fall, we’re filling in the schedule for Brotherhood members to serve 

as ushers during the High Holidays and will be asking for help building and then taking down our Sukkah. 

These are “all hands on deck” activities, and we hope you will join us Sunday September 20 to build the 

Sukkah.

We have planning meetings scheduled for August 25, September 16 and October 6, and 

everyone is welcome to join us to kick around ideas and build out the calendar for another great 

Brotherhood year. 

Brotherhood also will be supporting our Ways and Means Committee for the first Comedy 

Night event we’ve held in five years! Mark your calendar for October 17 – we need your help, and I’ll go 

out on a limb and suggest you could use a few laughs! 

Finally, it’s not too early to mark your calendar for our annual Brotherhood Dinner on 

Monday, November 16.  Stay tuned for details.

We wish you and your loved ones an enjoyable end of summer and a happy and peaceful 

new year.  We look forward to seeing you soon at one of our many upcoming events!

Randy Klein and Craig Cooper

Brotherhood Co-Presidents 
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News from Isaiah 58     

Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Project

I am honored to be the Chair of the Temple Beth David Isaiah 58 Social 

Action Committee. The incomparable Judy Blum led this auxiliary 

organization for 20 years. The current volunteers on our committee are 

resolute and ready to start the New Year! We are now into our 30th year, 

quite a legacy.

Our mission statement reads: To reach out to the community and assist 

those in need as we seek to fulfill the call to social action expressed by the prophet Isaiah in Chapter 58:

“Share your bread with the hungry and …clothe the naked…”

Bringing food to our temple and giving monetary donations to agencies like LI Cares and 

local food pantries, helps thousands of children and families on Long Island. Every $10 donated (about the 

cost of one takeout lunch) will provide 12 meals to children who are hungry. I urge you to give up one 

takeout lunch and donate that money!

Isaiah 58’s main mission is to eradicate food insecurity and food scarcity. But we do so 

much more!  We have community partners, temple members and volunteers who have been giving and 

giving and giving. Please join us in our efforts this month. Our Rosh Hashanah Food Drive begins now, 

so, while buying items for yourself, consider picking up a few more items to donate to others in need. The 

food drive ends on Yom Kippur. All food donations may be dropped off in the temple lobby and 

monetary donations are conveniently located online on our temple website. 

To Isaiah 58 members and Mitzvah Day volunteers, congratulations on decades of positive 

social action for 30 years! Wishing everyone a sweet, healthy and prosperous New Year!

Our Welcome Back meeting is on Tuesday, September 8 at 7:30 pm at TBD, Room 4. 

Hope to see you all there!

Pray for peace,

Jane Oberwager Gaines

To make a donation to 

Temple Beth David for a 

special occasion or in memory of a loved one, 

please contact Wendy in the Temple office at 

499-0915 ext. 312 or 

wendy@tbdcommack.org
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Gracious Gifts from Thoughtful People

In Honor of Ken Marenus, Temple President 

2024-2026

Jonathan and Deborah Faust

Rabbi Beth Klafter & Rabbi Audrey Halpern

Barbara and Randy Klein

Beverly and Steven Wolcott

Holly and Dan Dornfeld

Wendy and Jim Perry

Robin Prager

Norman and Arlette Miller

Steven and Irma Sarisohn

Diane and Jeff Kraut

Marjorie Gursky and Stuart Rothenberg

Lin Wasserman 

The Camera Family

Elissa Cazassus

Sarah and Michael Ziolkowski

Temple Beth David Sisterhood

Stu and Beverly Horowitz

Steve and Joyce Feldman

Isaiah 58 Fund

Kraut Family

In memory of Jacob and Edith Kraut

Lorraine Lipton

In memory of Frank Goldstein and Marsha Lasko

Ken and Donna Marenus

In memory of Marcele Pat Loman

Stuart and Beverly Horowitz

Lisa Wilks-Gallo

General Fund

Marcia and Howard Ettinger

In memory of Bertran Miller

In memory of Evelyn Ettinger

In memory of Edith Miller

Sharman Regensburg

In memory of Nathan Mancher

Marilyn Schneider

In memory of Bertha Itzkowitz

In memory of Allan Schneider

In memory of Betty Schneider

Dr Andrea and Howard Silverstein

In memory of Mildren Silverstein

Judy Goodman

In memory of Jacob Goodman

Joel Kurtz

In memory of Claire Kurtz

Joan and Roy Gilbert

In memory of Harry Gilbert

Leon Falk

In memory of Herbert Falk and Clara Siegelbaum

Mevin Ettinger and Family

In memory of Evelyn Ettinger

Ellen Linnemann

In memory of Deanna Herzlich

In memory of Arnold Herzlich

Bruce and Jill Sharp

In memory of Beatrice Freedman

Moriel Weiselburg

In memory of Victor Schlesinger

In memory of Judith Gerber

Michael and Deb Hollander

In memory of Rosemarie Cruz

Glen and Merryl Rogers

In memory of Jack Rogers

In memory of Bill Zeitlin

In memory of Essie Rogers

In memory of Dorothy Zeitlin

Irwin Werbowsky

In memory of Harvey Weinsaft

Cary Gluck

In memory of Grace Gluck

Michael and Alita Ditkowsky

In memory of Sue Ditkowsky and Sol Wagner

Eric and Robin Sacks

In memory of Charlotte Sacks

Deanne Isaacson Steinberg

In memory of Eli Isaacson

Sheila Eisinger

In memory of Milton Ehrenreich

Edward Sletzer

In memory of Anna Seltzer

Sam Login

In memory of Ernest Kinsgsley

Susan and Steve Cooperman

In memory of Julius Glanzberg

Ann Aboulafia 

In memory of Maks Kooper

Constance Karpf

In memory of Sadie Karpf

To make a donation to 

Temple Beth David for a 

special occasion or in memory of a loved one, 

please contact Wendy in the Temple office at 

499-0915 ext. 312 or 

wendy@tbdcommack.org
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Gracious Gifts from Thoughtful People (cont’d)
There are many ways to honor a loved one’s memory, remember a joyous event, celebrate a special day such as a 

Bar or Bat Mitzvah, a wedding or a baby naming.  Temple Beth David’s permanent plaques give lasting 

remembrance and honor while helping the temple.

Yahrzeit Memorial  (located in sanctuary vestibule) $ 500.00

Tree of Life  (located in sanctuary across from Yahrzeit plaques)

Gold or Platinum Leaf $ 180.00

Foundation Stone $ 450.00

Sanctuary One seat $ 800.00

Two seats $1500.00

General Fund

Randy Klein

In memory of Martin (Bob) Klein

Stuart Kravette

In memory of Lily Potter

Maxine and Ronald Alschuler

In memory of Bernard Zeichner

Nancy and Steven Zove

In memory of Marvin Dorskind

In memory of Rose Krinsky

In memory of Herman Dorskind

Fred Strum

In memory of Ann Jean Strum

Steve and Susan Cooperman

In memory of Harriet Hersch

Alan and Carole Traster-Wilk

In memory of Bette Wilk

Lynn Eisermann

In memory of Allan Putterman

Wendy Perry

In memory of Robert Mishkin

Jaclyn and Bernard Orlin

In memory of Phyllis Berkowitz

In memory of Masha Orlan

Barbara Soloman

In memory of Selma Cooper, Lester Cooper and 

Steven King

Robin Helfner

In memory of David Kessler

Paul and Eleanor Rostoker

In memory of Joseph B. Rostoker

In memory of Arthur Monford

In memory of Eileen Monford

Gabey Fenster

In memory of Rose Fenster Kagan
Marvin and Rita Lava

In memory of William Lava

The Radner Family

In memory of Martin Radnew

Marsha and Raymond Greenberger

In memory of Lester Kass

Leslie and Art Salander

In memory of Samuel Bernstein

Nira Schwartz-Nyitray

In memory of Ben and Peppi Schwartz

Greg and Lisa Savran

In memory of Leslie (Larry) Savran

Shirley Offman

In memory of Abe Laks

In memory of Rena Laks

Glen Tilkin

In memory of Fani Tilkin

Glenda and Michael Kresh

In memory of Harriet Needleman

In honor of Ken Marenus and his devotion to TBD

Sue and Steve Cooperman

In memory of David M. Cooperman

Gary and Linda Levine

In memory of Harry Levine

Marcia and Raymond Greenberger

In memory of David Kess

In memory of Sylvia Kass

In memory of Vivian Roy

Frank Eisinger

In memory of Charlotte Eisinger

Stearns Garden Fund

Dr. Robert Sterns

In memory of Susan Linda Stearns

Linda Marz

In memory of Alan Marx

Clergy Fund

Jonathan and Deborah Faust

In honor of Rabbi Tuling

Rabbi Emerita Halpern Discretionary Fund

Jay Nafman

In memory of Cheryl Nafman – Beloved Wife, Mother, Bubbe 

and Treasured Friend

Gina and Gary Barnett

In memory of Marvin and Charles Barnett

Religious School Fund

Linda Schwartz

In memory of Paul Schwartz
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What’s Happening at TBD – September 2026
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A funeral service should be about memories,
NOT HIGH PRICES.

Whether your family is in need of immediate 
service or interested in planning ahead to lock 

in costs for tomorrow’s needs, we’re here to help. 
Call today to learn more about our new lower prices.

Proudly serving the Jewish faith in Dix Hills,
Nassau and Suffolk Counties since 1977.

I.J. MORRIS  DIX HILLS
631-499-6060     IJMorrisDixHills.com 

New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral agreements executed by applicants 
for or recipients of supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

30 VANDERBILT MOTOR PKWY.
COMMACK, NY 11725

Full Personalized Service You Deserve

(631) 499-1111 • FAX (631) 499-1127 •  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Medela Breast Pump Rental Station • Jobst & Medi Hosiery Center • Certified Fitters 

Flavor Rx Flavoring System • Bathroom Safety • Canes •  Walkers

50% OFF GREETING CARDS
SPORTS SUPPORTS/BRACES ~ COPY/FAX SERVICE

ALL PHASES OF LANDSCAPING
SPRING CLEAN UPS

WEEKLY MAINTENANCE
PRUNING • SEEDING/SOD

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
MULCH & STONE

FREE ESTIMATES  
631.254.4471

Giglio Landscaping ServiceGiglio Landscaping Service

			   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.lpicommunities.com		  Temple Beth David, Commack, NY	 04-0360

Contact Joshua Nwaozuzu
jnwaozuzu@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x7611



Worship Schedule

Friday, September 4

Shabbat Nitzavim-Vayeilech
6:30 pm Shabbat Service with Birthday Blessings

Saturday, September 5

9:15 am Torah Study and Service

8:00 pm Havdalah and Slichot Service

Friday, September 11

Erev Rosh Hashana
7:30 pm Erev Rosh Hashana Service

Saturday, September 12

10:00 am RH Service Day One Morning Service

1:00 pm Children's Service

2:30 pm Tashlich (off site)

Friday, September 18

Shabbat Ha’azinu
7:30 pm Shabbat Service with Anniversary Blessings 

Saturday, September 19

9:15 am Torah Study and Service

Friday, September 25

Shabbat Sukkot
7:30 pm Sukkot Service

Saturday, September 26

9:15 am Torah Study and Service

10:00 am Bar Mitzvah-Max Beck

TEMPLE BETH DAVID

100 Hauppauge Road, Commack, NY 11725  (631) 499-

0915  www.tbdcommack.org

Staff

Interim Rabbi Dr. Kari H. Tuling

Senior Rabbi Emerita                 Beth H. Klafter, D.D.

Rabbi Emerita Audrey Halpern, D.D.,D.Min.

Religious School Dr. Margie Gursky

Temple Administrator Wendy Perry

Bookkeeper                                          Myra Shak

Organist Dr. Gary de Sesa

Officers

President Jonathan Faust

Executive Vice President Steve Feldman

First Vice President                 Becky Camera

Second Vice President Steven Sarisohn

Treasurer David Gaines

Financial Secretary Beverly Wolcott

Recording Secretary Laura Joseph

Co-Brotherhood Presidents Craig Cooper & 

Randy Klein

Sisterhood President Deborah Faust

HaKol Staff

Editor Joan Herman

Associate Editor Bonnie Sibener

Copy & Layout                            Wendy Perry

Copies of HaKol are available in the temple lobby. 

For digital copies and previous issues, visit 

www.tbdcommack.org.   
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