TEMPLE BETH DAVID

The Visionary View:
A Newsletter about the Temple’s Upcoming Plans

Honoring Heritage, Embracing the Future
Dear Temple Beth David Devotees and Friends,

It is with profound respect for tradition and a spirit of joyful anticipation that we present the next
edition of a new Temple Newsletter: The Visionary View, dedicated entirely to the exciting plans
taking shape for our sacred space. The Temple has long served as a sanctuary—a place for
reflection, community, and celebration of spiritual heritage. As we look to the months and years
ahead, we are thrilled to share our vision for growth, connection, and renewal.

Renovations and Enhancements - Steering Committee

In our commitment to ensuring the Temple remains a welcoming and inspiring haven for all, there are
updates to our physical building.

The Construction subcommittee has been hard at work prioritizing our needs, collaborating with our
Architect and reviewing proposals from three potential vendors. This work addresses both our
immediate priorities and helps us begin planning for the years ahead.

e Entrance Accessibility & Visibility: Our first project is to install a ramp at our building
entrance, replacing the current two steps to ensure accessibility for all. This is in addition to the
side entrance, where we already have handicap access. This project will also include updated
signage clearly identifying Temple Beth David to all who enter our doors. For the first time in
our years at 100 Hauppauge Road, our entrance will be welcoming and easily recognizable to
congregants and visitors alike.

e Future Office Space (Planned for 2027): Plans are underway to create new office space for
the Temple administration, Clergy, and Religious School Director in the current breezeway
area. The architect has completed initial designs, and we are in the process of obtaining
budgetary estimates. As this project is more than a year away, costs may vary over time.

e Shared Space with NSSA: We continue to maintain a strong relationship with NSSA, the
organization that purchased our building. Through ongoing discussions, we have secured
continued access to select classrooms and restrooms in the classroom wing for the
foreseeable future. This arrangement represents significant cost savings, while still allowing us
to consider the future addition of a few multi-purpose rooms at the rear of the Social Hall.
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e Congregation Engagement: These plans will be shared in more detail at the upcoming
Congregational meeting on June 8. We encourage all members to attend, learn more about
the vision for our future, ask questions, and find ways to get involved.

Clergy Transition- Pulpit Committee

We are excited about the arrival of Rabbi Kari Tuling, who will be joining us in July. We are in regular
contact with her and she is very excited to begin her time at Temple Beth David. She will be working
with Temple leadership to help determine our path forward after the retirement of our long-standing
clergy. As our interim Rabbi, Rabbi Tuling will play a vital role in helping us identify the qualities and
skills we are seeking in our search for a settled Rabbi.

In addition, the pulpit committee created a sub-committee of its members to hire cantorial support for
our Interim Rabbi. The committee listened to musical samples for over 20 Cantors and selected Judy
Merrick to be our Cantor for the High Holidays and B’mitvah services. She comes to us with a wealth
of experience and amazing musical talent. We are thrilled to have her join Rabbi Tuling on the bimah
for these special times.

As a reminder, we will be hosting a special Shabbat service on June 19" where we honor and
celebrate Rabbi Klafter and Rabbi Halpern, with a special Oneg to follow. Please plan to join us
(RSVP by May 15t to tbdcommack.org/rsvp).

Opportunities for Involvement

The energy and warmth of our Temple come from the hearts and hands of our devotees. As these
plans unfold, we welcome everyone to participate—whether by joining one of these critical planning
committees (Construction, Interior Design, Communications), volunteering your time, helping to raise
funds for the projects we are planning, or simply sharing your thoughts with us. We are looking for
individuals who can assist us with each of these activities.
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You will be invited to smaller update meetings that will encourage those ideas, as well as answer any
questions. Your voice matters in shaping our future. If you are interested, please reach out to
Beverly Wolcott at Ibjrde@aol.com.

Looking Forward Together

In the months ahead, we will provide regular updates on the progress of these projects. We invite you
to follow our newsletter, visit our website, and stop by the Temple to witness the transformation
firsthand. Together, we honor the legacy of those who built this sacred place and lay a foundation for
those who will find solace here for generations to come. For more information or questions about this
newsletter, please contact Laura Joseph (laura.i.joseph@gmail.com) or Diane Kraut
(dianekraut@optimum.net).

May the Temple continue to shine as a beacon of peace, wisdom, and unity for all.
With blessings and gratitude,

The Temple Board and Steering Committee
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